
 

  

      Chicago is famous for a great deal, from big winds to big lakes to 

big buildings. In August, it  added to its acclaim as the site of the 

National Sexual Assault Conference.  SAFE Harbor advocate Jolene 

Schmitz was given a scholarship to attend the conference and learn 

from others working in the field. During her time at the conference, 

Schmitz was able to connect with others, explore the city and attend 

over two days of presentations.  

     “Being able to network with so many people was one of the most 

important parts of the trip,” she explained. “I was able to find out 

about other programs, new ideas and ways to improve my 

performance.” One session on focused communication was 

particularly interesting as the speaker demonstrated that even with a 

challenging subject there are ways to be educational and humorous. 

     “I know it sounds strange, but she was just phenomenal,” Schmitz 

commented. “She took us through the steps how to build a relationship 

with the audience so that you are more effective as an educator.” 

     Another powerful session she attended dealt with society’s 

concepts of rape.  The author of a new book on the subject described 

the ways in which rape denial are still present in many communities. 

     “She has conducted extensive research on rape denial and the ways 

in which people still resort to blaming the victim. Her message was 

about how to educate with the facts and the best methods of helping 

people get to the source of the inaccuracies.” 
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Staff members Vickie Radford  
& Jolene Schmitz don’t want anyone 
to miss out on this year’s auction! 

 Seeking Solutions in the City 
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October is officially designated as the 
National Domestic Violence Awareness 

Month. It is the time to reach out and raise 
understanding about the challenges of 

domestic violence within our society. Each 
day thousands of families face the 

uncertainty and emotional strain of living 
with domestic violence.  Education and 

ongoing outreach about the subject help to 
promote community engagement and 
personal empowerment on the topic. 

What is domestic violence? 
Domestic violence can be defined as a 
pattern of behavior in a relationship that is 
used to gain or maintain power and control 
over a partner. Abuse can be in many forms, 
such as physical, sexual, emotional, 
economic or psychological actions or threats 
of actions that influence another person. 
This includes any behaviors that frighten, 
intimidate, terrorize, manipulate, hurt, 
humiliate, blame, injure or wound someone. 
It can involve endangerment, harassment, 
trespassing, criminal coercion, kidnapping, 
and stalking. Domestic violence happens            
regardless of  race, religion, age,         sexual 
orientation, socio-economic  
status  or gender.  Be safe… 

   

 

 

 

 

The imagination still promotes the greatest changes in society.   It is the imagination that 
throughout history has enabled all mankind to endure, discover and adapt. Sometimes it is 
hard to imagine a positive world when so many challenges are present. Yet, the very 
obstacles that face us are a catalyst for the mind to imagine change. Like art, one’s 
imagination has no boundaries.  It is a gift that can inspire, invigorate and nourish.  Each 
year, SAFE Harbor’s Art Auction reminds us all of the beauty of the world and of the many  
possibilities for a better future. It is a time to celebrate and to imagine a world where people 
are safe, healthy and happy.  Join us Oct. 6

th
 at the Ronan Community Center, as we 

imagine a new tomorrow! Seeking art, quilts, services, pottery, beadwork and more. For 
information or to make a contribution to the auction please call 676-4292. Thank you! 

 
 

  

Harvest Fest 
Haunts 2012 
 Ronan’s 3

rd
 Annual 

Harvest Fest brought in 

the fall season on 

September 15
th
 with 

various contests, giant 

pumpkins, fresh produce 

and friends from across 

the valley for a day of 

socializing. 
 

SAFE Harbor’s Haunted Castle  

on Main St. in Ronan was spooky! 

All it takes is a little spray paint, a 

roll of duct tape & card board!!!! 

javascript:edit(14131)
javascript:edit(212731)
javascript:edit(26682)
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=domestic+violence+awareness+month+ribbon&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&rls=com.microsoft:en-us:IE-SearchBox&rlz=1I7ADRA_en&biw=813&bih=424&tbm=isch&tbnid=55pQOI4AWitiiM:&imgrefurl=http://blog.loveisrespect.org/blog/10/domestic-violence-awareness-month/&docid=IquVa1pHgtluXM&imgurl=http://www.loveisrespect.org/wp-content/uploads/2009/10/141.jpg&w=294&h=241&ei=jwNJUM-4HeStiAK96IDwAw&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=266&vpy=112&dur=1344&hovh=192&hovw=235&tx=121&ty=130&sig=101186263201187262779&page=1&tbnh=97&tbnw=104&start=0&ndsp=12&ved=1t:429,r:8,s:0,i:103
javascript:edit(4051)


 

  

 

SAFE Harbor Statistics 
 

2011-2012 
 

168 Primary Individuals Served 
129 Secondary Individuals 

Served-Children 
1733 After Hours Crisis Line Calls 

4678 Shelter – Shelter nights 
43 Emergency Shelter – Motel nights 

35 Emergency Financial Aid 
424 Emergency Transportation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAFE Harbor co-hosted the spring 
Resource Fair at Salish Kootenai 
College. Booth representatives from 
top to bottom: Kim Barber (Lifelong 
Learning), Dovita Finley (DHRD) and 
Crystal Matt (DSS & THHS) were 
ready to assist participants.   

 

Special Thanks  
SAFE Harbor has many wonderful 

friends and supporters who help us 

throughout the year.  We take this 

opportunity to recognize a few of those 

who have stood tall on our behalf. 

SKC Prevention & 

Wellness Center 

Faith Lutheran Church 

Polson Community Church 

VFW Ladies Auxilary 

Alan G. Pedersen 

Mission Valley United 

Methodist Church 

Norma Granley 

Annette Olsson 

Department of Human 

Resource Development: 

LIHEAP & Transit 
 

 

 

 

Life is not measured by the number of 

  breaths we take, but by the moments 

that take our breath away. 

Jason Charlo with Circle of Trust Suicide 
Prevention Program at the Resource Fair.  

 

     Since its inception over a year ago, the SAFE Harbor Transitional  

House has served nearly 100 area residents who were homeless. At  

this time, the program is in the early stages of planning for expansion 

over the next year based on selection as a shelter grant recipient by the  

Department of Housing and Urban Development.  Those funds will  

help SAFE Harbor deliver more services and develop a long term site  

for the homeless.  Within the next few months the program will be  

sharing more about this exciting opportunity and how the community 

can be involved.   

     Staff is constantly being asked about the homeless by concerned 

citizens. Staff member Dana Grant explains a little about SAFE  

Harbors clients and the role of the Transitional House in the community. 

     “Our homeless population has been primarily families.  Often families with part 

time work or even a full time job at a very low wage end up at the house.  They have 

children and they simply can’t keep up with the costs,” he said.  “Our area has a high 

fair market rental rate and at the same time has one of the highest levels of  poverty 

and unemployment in the state.  It is a contradiction that is forcing families to sleep 

outdoors or in cars.  Many families are doubled up. We have really seen it all and 

appreciate the high level of support the community has shown us in this new venture.” 

 

  

 Transitional House Serves Homeless 
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“Thousands of candles can be lighted from a single candle, and the life of 

the candle will not be shortened. Happiness never  

decreases by being shared.” 
Buddha 

 
 

 

1) A person may file a petition for an order of  
protection if: 
 
(a) the petitioner is in reasonable apprehension of bodily 
injury by the petitioner's partner or family member or 
(b) the petitioner is a victim of one of the following 
offenses committed by a partner or family member: 
 
(i) assault  
(ii) aggravated assault  
(iii) intimidation  
(iv) partner or family member assault  
(v) criminal endangerment  
(vi) negligent endangerment  
(vii) assault on a minor  
(viii) assault with a weapon  
(ix) unlawful restraint  
(x) kidnapping  
(xi) aggravated kidnapping  
(xii) arson  
 
(2) The following individuals are eligible to file a 
petition for an order of protection against the offender 
regardless of the individual's relationship to offender: 
 
(a) a victim of assault, aggravated assault, assault on a 
minor, stalking, incest , sexual assault, sexual  
intercourse without consent or 
(b) a partner or family member of a victim of deliberate 
homicide or mitigated deliberate homicide  
 
(3) A parent, guardian ad litem, or other representative  
of the petitioner may file a petition for an order of 
protection on behalf of a minor petitioner against the 
petitioner's abuser. At its discretion, a court may  
appoint a guardian ad litem for a minor petitioner. 
 
(4) A guardian must be appointed for a minor  
respondent when required by Rule 17(c), Montana  
Rules of Civil Procedure, or by 25-31-602.  An order of 
protection is effective against a respondent regardless of 
the respondent's age. 
 
(5) A petitioner is eligible for an order of protection 
whether or not: 
 
(a) the petitioner reports the abuse to law enforcement; 
(b) charges are filed; or 
(c) the petitioner participates in a criminal prosecution. 
 
(6) If a petitioner is otherwise entitled to an order of 
protection, the length of time between the abusive 
incident and the petitioner's application for an order of 
protection is irrelevant.    
 
Section details from legal  codes numbered: 45-5-206;  45-5-103; 45-5-102; 45-5-

503; 45-5-502,; 45-5-507; 45-5-220; 45-5-212; 45-5-202; 45-5-201; 45-5-206. 

WHAT IS AN ORDER OF PROTECTION? 
 

Women for Wellness is Grand Success 

 

 

 

 

W4W 2012 
HEALTH FAIR 

W4W 2012 
HEALTH FAIR 

 

     It is an event that only gets better with age.  The 2012 Women for 

Wellness Health Fair, hosted by the Center for Prevention and 

Wellness at Salish Kootenai College, was the event of the spring 

season.  Everyone was in attendance and then some.  Overall, the 

program had more than 1200 participants and over 100 vendors.  

Attendees had the chance to receive a variety of screenings, find out 

about the latest health care services and programs, learn about 

trends in the health industry, visit with service providers from 

around the region and meet up with friends.  It was a healthy, social 

time that sets a standard for excellence in education and promotion.  

SAFE Harbor had the privilege of once again being one of the 

program honorees.  With that distinction, SAFE Harbor was given 

baskets of goods by community groups, businesses and private 

friends that had items such as towels, silverware, dishes, socks, 

bedding, pillows and other house wares.  The program received over 

80 baskets of items that will go to clients as they move out of the 

shelter.  It is a wonderful project that directly benefits every client 

served by SAFE Harbor.  The staff and board of SAFE Harbor are 

very thankful for the support that is given through this annual event.  
 

Pictured above-left to right: Demonstrating his support for the W4W Health Fair was SKC staff member Sheldon 

Shepard and his daughter Celana; SAFE Harbor Executive Director DeeAnn Richardson and SAFE Harbor 

Board member Dorre Webster work the crowd and a group arrives for conference registration on a gorgeous day.   
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Summer Upward Bound Students Share  

SAFE Harbor appreciates the 
on-going support of friends and 
neighbors who continue to 
provide us with supplies and 
goods for our clients. The 
following are items that we need 
on a regular basis. They can be 
dropped off at the office on 
Main Street in Ronan, next to 
the telephone company.   

Thank you! 
 

Towels      Sheets        Pillows 

Dishes      Blankets    Pots 

Silverware  Lamps       Radios 

Pillows       Women’s Socks 

Children’s Socks         Gloves 

Winter jackets            Boots 

AFTER! 

Simple 

Wishes 

Simple 

Dreams  

The students were all 

smiles as they lent a 

hand, providing much 

needed assistance with 

the clean-up project at 

the storage unit. One 

glimpse at the before 

and after tells it all.  

BEFORE… 

High School students from across the reservation participating in the college preparatory Upward 

Bound Program took classes, visited colleges and ventured into the outdoors during the summer. This 

program, housed at Salish Kootenai College has been connecting area youth with the tools to succeed in 

college for more than 20 years.  Students learned in the classroom as well as through completing service 

projects, including a clean-up day for SAFE Harbor. Thank you to the UB crew for all of their help!   

 

Homelessness in America-By The Numbers 
*The national rate of homelessness was 21 homeless people per 10,000 people in the 
general population and for veterans it was 31 homeless veterans per 10,000. 
 

*A majority of homeless people counted were in emergency shelters or transitional housing 
programs, but nearly 4 in 10 were unsheltered, 
 

*The “doubled up” population (people who live with friends, family or other nonrelatives for 
economic reasons) increased by 13 percent from 6 million in 2009 to 6.8 million in 2010. The 
doubled up population increased by more than 50 percent from 2005 to 2010. 
 


