
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As part of the National Domestic Violence 
Education Month, SAFE Harbor had a display at 
the Ronan Library promoting the “In Her Shoes” 
Program. Developed with victim input, it is an 
interactive, educational and thought provoking 
opportunity available to the local community. 
Through this experience, participants can gain 
insights into the realities and challenges facing a 
person dealing with domestic violence, stalking 
or sexual assault. The program is free & 
appropriate for those over age 14. Ideal group 
size is 10-25, although the program can be 
adjusted for larger or smaller groups. It usually 
runs for about one hour depending on the group 
size and the focus required by the hosting 
organization. Participants find it to be interesting, 
enlightening and involving. The program is for 
everyone-schools, community agencies, service 
clubs, law enforcement, church groups, health 
professionals, employers and anyone wishing to 
be more informed. For more information call 676-
9242. Special thanks to the “Ladies” who created 
amazing, artistic and colorful shoes (some  in the 
photos) the staff will  use for presentations.  
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Hometown Heroes Honored 

Hometown Heroes are all smiles at Ninepipes-left to right: Leah Emerson, Director of 
Nursing at St. Luke Hospital accepting the award for Dr. Paul Gochis; recipient 
Shelley Otoupalik, nurse practitioner at St. Joseph Medical Center; recipient Don 
Bell, CSKT Police Officer; recipient Shara Giles, Arlee Schools staff and recipient 
Marlene Heath, advocate for the CSKT Victim’s Assistance Program. Not in photo, 
honoree Judith Bromley, the former President of DOVES Board of Directors.  

Hero can bring forth a host of different images, whether it is of a 
person in a cape saving the planet or someone taking the time 
to tutor a child. Recently, a group of Home Town Heroes 
(pictured above) were honored by SAFE Harbor as part of 
National Domestic Violence Education Month. Each one of these 
extraordinary individuals has demonstrated the highest levels of 
commitment, integrity and service to those dealing with 
domestic violence, sexual assault and stalking. Through their 
work this exemplary group has helped to create a network of 
support for victims, connecting communities and professions. 
Each of the recipients was nominated by community members 
or clients who shared stories of their character, skill, support, 
compassion and stellar work. These heroes set the standard. 
Nice job! 

SERVING LAKE COUNTY, THE MISSION VALLEY & THE FLATHEAD RESERVATION 

Polson Chamber Recognizes SAFE Harbor’s Work 
It wasn’t the Oscars but it was still a very special night when SAFE 
Harbor received recognition as one of the top three non-profits in 
the area at the Annual Polson Chamber of Commerce Awards 
Banquet on November 8th at the KwaTaqNuk Resort.  It is the first 
time the organization has received such an award and the entire 
staff was thrilled at the news. The Polson Rotary was named the 
Non-Profit of the Year and the other nominee was the Animal 
Shelter. “It has been an exciting year of growth for SAFE Harbor,” 
said Executive Director DeeAnn Richardson. “We are honored by this 
recognition and want to share it with our board of directors, the 
many friends and supporters we have in the community and of 
course the volunteers who help us throughout the year, thank you.” 

 

  

“I am only one, but I am one.  I cannot do everything, but I can do 

something. And I will not let what I cannot do interfere with what I can.” 

do.” 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VISIONARY & VENTURESOME VOLUNTEERS 

The SAFE Harbor Team 
comes together to celebrate 

another great year! October 28th, 2013   

Left to right: SAFE Harbor Legal Advocate Jolene Schmitz, 
board member Misty Doss, board member Jody Perez and 
SAFE Harbor Executive Director DeeAnn Richardson. 

SAFE Harbor Shows Spirit 

Domestic Violence Challenges All Couples & Communities  
 

The most commonly understood type of abuse involves partners of the opposite gender engaging in behavior that 

is both physically and mentally harmful, with the victim typically being the female. Less universally recognized is 

the occurrence of domestic violence among partners of the same sex. Research indicates that domestic violence 

among same-sex couples occurs at similar rates as domestic violence among straight couples. Unfortunately, legal 

standing regarding same-sex relationships, law enforcement failure to understand or properly serve same-sex 

couples and a lack of resources have made this an ongoing challenge. The following provides some insights: 
 

 One out of four to one out of three same-sex relationships has experienced domestic violence. 

 Abusers often have mental illnesses and were themselves abused as children.  

 Psychological abuse is common form and physical batterers often blackmail their partners into silence. 

 Gay or lesbian batterers will threaten “outing” their victims to work colleagues, family, and friends.  

 Lesbian and gay victims are more reluctant to report abuse to legal authorities. Survivors may not contact 

law enforcement agencies because they would have to reveal their sexual orientation or gender identity. 

 Many hide abuse out of a fear that society will perceive same-sex relationships as inherently dysfunctional. 

 Gay and lesbian victims are more likely to fight back than heterosexual women, leading law enforcement 

to conclude that the fighting was mutual, overlooking the context of domestic violence or the history of 

power and control in the relationship. 

 Abusers can threaten to take away the children from the victim. In some states, adoption laws do not allow 

same-sex parents to adopt each other’s children.   

 Same-sex partners lack the resources needed to help them leave the abuse. Services for gay men are 

practically nonexistent. 
 Survivors of same-sex domestic violence lack the same legal recognition and protection as straight survivors.  

 

 

Ronan’s Annual Harvest Fest, held in 
September brings out the creative energy 

and hidden talents of many from across the 
valley.  Large bales become the canvas for an 
array of creatures, characters and pictures, 

running the gamut from pigs to potted 
flowers to a giant ice cream treat.  It is an 

amazing burst of community cohesion, that 
celebrates the season while bringing people 
together in appreciation of the agricultural 
traditions that are so important to the area. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
  

 

 

 

Cheri’s Catering 
provided a cupcake 

tree that everyone loved! 

Gazebos added an 
 elegant focal point  

to the décor.  

The live auction 
was fast and 

furious. 

Sexual Assault Directly Impacts Over 1 in 5 Women in America 

THANK YOU! 
  

Sky Ridge Ranch 
The Country Store 
Rivers West Auctions  
Jason & Lee Clinkenbeard 

Astounding Art, Phenomenal Food, Delightful 
Decorations & A Caring Community Converge 

On a crisp fall night, 
the 2013 SAFE Harbor 
Art Auction and Gala 
was a grand success 
with the assistance, 
hard work, creativity 
and contributions of 
many from across the 
region. As usual, the 
community came out 
in full force with over 
200 guests. The event 
is the group’s main 
fundraiser and helps 
to ensure that vital 
services continue all 
year to those in need. 

October 12th, 2013   

        Local artist 
 Juanita Small Salmon  

created another masterpiece. 

It was a night 
for friendship 
and fun for a 

cause.. 

Sexual assault is widespread and devastating. According to the National Intimate Partner and Sexual Violence 
Survey (CDC, 2011), nearly 1 in 5 women have been the victim of an attempted or completed rape and over 1.3 
million women were raped in the U.S. in one year. Over 80% of women who were victimized experienced significant 
impacts such as PTSD, injury (42%) and missed time at work or school (28%). Advocates, such as the SAFE Harbor 
team help the criminal justice system respond more effectively and help victims heal. A 2008 study found that when 
victims receive advocate-assisted services, they receive more helpful information, referrals and services and fare 
better in both short- and long-term recovery. SAFE Harbor works every day to provide services to sexual assault 
survivors within the local community including crisis assistance, shelter, legal advocacy and counseling. Many 
survivors wait for years before they feel confident enough to process their assault.  
 

The latest 2012 survey results tell the rest of the story: 
 

 Almost 75% of rape crisis centers lost funding in the past year through a combination of local, state and 

federal cut resulting in layoffs, reduced services and even program closures. 
 

 Over half of programs experienced a reduction in staffing in the past year with many programs leaving 

positions unfilled and scores of additional lay-offs. 
 

 Advocates at rape crisis centers provide the nation’s frontline response to sexual assault at no cost to victims: 

meeting victims at emergency rooms at all hours; answering 24 hour hotlines; providing crisis intervention; 

running support groups for both recent victims and survivors of childhood abuse; mentoring volunteers and 

providing awareness and prevention programs to their communities. Many rape crisis centers serve large 

geographic areas or dense population centers.  
 

 Over 1/3 rape crisis centers have a waiting list for services with victims waiting most often for counseling 

services and support groups.  
 

 35% of rape crisis centers said that survivors were often unable to receive the full range of services required 

for them to resolve their experience with sexual violence.  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dating Violence          Ugly Teen Reality 

SAFE Harbor 
P.O. Box 497 

Ronan, Montana 59864 

Upcoming 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Dating violence amongst teens and young adults is becoming more and more 

prevalent both nationally and within the Mission Valley. Recent data from the 

Department of Justice show that nearly 1.5 million high school students 

nationwide experience physical abuse from a dating partner in a single year. 

One in three girls in the US is a victim of physical, emotional or verbal abuse 

from a dating partner, a figure that far exceeds rates of other types of youth 

violence. One in ten high school students has been purposefully hit, slapped or 

physically hurt by a boyfriend or girlfriend and one quarter of high school 

girls have been victims of physical or sexual abuse or date rape. Nearly half of 

dating college women report experiencing violent, abusive dating behaviors.  

 
 
 
 
 

Almost 20% of all college women have been sexually abused in a dating 

relationship while in school. Violent relationships in adolescence can have 

serious ramifications, putting the victims at higher risk for substance abuse, 

eating disorders, risky sexual behavior and further domestic violence. Being 

physically or sexually abused makes teen girls six times more likely to become 

pregnant and twice as likely to get a STD. Over the next year, SAFE Harbor 

plans to help address this problem with outreach programming on healthy 

relationships and communication. To find out more about call 676-9242.  

RESOURCE 
ROUNDTABLE 

Join the conversation-a 
gathering of non-profits, 
service agencies and all 
with an interest. Different 
topics and lunch is served. 
At noon, second Wednesday 
of each month. Lake County 
Health Room-Polson-open  
to all. Please stop by! 

HOLIDAY 

BELL RINGING 
Lend a hand! Annual Salvation 
Army Bell Ringing Campaign- 
Thanksgiving to Christmas. At 
locations across the valley. All 
funds go to direct services by 
SAFE Harbor and Helping Hands 
for those in need within the 
local community. Volunteers 
sought-no experience is 
required.  Call 676-9242. 

 

www.safeharbormt.org 

Girls and young women between the ages of 16 and 24 

experience the highest rate of intimate partner violence, 

almost triple the national average. 


