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Supplying Needed Support Services
Change is a part of life that can bring new
opportunities and exciting growth. Over the
last year,
SAFE
Harbor
has expanded
its
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services and introduced changes to continue
to make the best use of resources while
maintaining the highest levels of customer
service to those in need within the Mission
Valley. One of the new additions is the Legal
Assistance
Program
based
out of SAFE
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Harbor‟s Polson office next to the Lake
County Courthouse. Staff attorney Hilly
McGahan and legal assistant Jolene Schmitz
offer support ranging from advice before a
Temporary Order of Protection (TOP)
hearing to representation at the Order of
Protection hearing, to assistance with divorce
cases, child support, housing, child
custody/parenting plans and immigration
issues. Victims have few options when it
comes to legal assistance and that is why
SAFE Harbor has identified this as an
ongoing priority for service.
Another new area for SAFE Harbor is the
Batterers‟ Intervention Program and classes.
As established by Montana law, perpetrators
can be court ordered to attend a batterer‟s
class. SAFE Harbor‟s program is offered by
a licensed therapist in two hour sessions over
22 weeks. Attendees must pay a small fee
and are required to complete the course on a
court determined mandatory time line.

It’s a gorgeous Montana day-SAFE Harbor Board members Jody Perez, Cheri Houle and
Shawna Croft are all smiles after enjoying a day of personal development & team building.

Itsy-Bitsy Bird Brings Big Bounty
On a crisp, sunny spring day the board and staff of SAFE Harbor had the
chance to participate in a full day of training provided by regional author
and life coach, Sherri Gerek. Gerek’s new book, The Hummingbird Way
provides a realistic and practical outlook on facing life’s many challenges
while maintaining a healthy attitude. Held at the Swan Hill Bed &
Breakfast on Flathead Lake, the training gave the group a day of selfdiscovery, group enlightenment and team building, while learning life
lessons and skills for success from the mighty, mystical hummingbird.
Swan Hill’s owners, the Walkers helped sponsor the training and Gerek is
donating a percentage of all future book sales to support SAFE Harbor.
For more information on the book or to get a copy, go to amazon.com.

Above left:
Trainer and author, Sherri Gerek
with SAFE Harbor Executive Director DeeAnn
Richardson. At right: Swan Hill Bed & Breakfast
owners and hosts for the training, Donald and
Kimberly Walker provided a wonderful venue.
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WOMEN
WELLNESS
2014

The Annual Women for Wellness Health Fair, hosted by 5K & 1 Mile
the SKC Center for Prevention and Wellness is slated for Run/Walk
May 15th. This is a free event that is open to all with an
amazing variety of health screenings and consultations.
May 10th
SAFE Harbor has been chosen as the sponsored nonprofit, for the Community Challenge, which means Salish Kootenai
groups, schools, clubs, individuals and businesses will
College
be gathering supplies for the program to use. For more
info. call 676-9242 or go to www.prevention.skc.edu.
Open to all!
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WINTER MARKET
Part of the SAFE Harbor crewDeeAnn, Dana, Vicki & Jolene.

NOVEMBER 2013

Host Traci Johnson &
DeeAnn keep warm!

WINTER MARKET has become one of the holiday season’s annual
“big” events, drawing people together for shopping, sampling and
support. Created by Traci Johnson and her crew at the Sky Ridge
Ranch in 2012, the market venue offers the best in regional art,
housewares, crafts and baked goods. Held inside the Johnson
family’s magnificent barn at Sky Ridge Ranch, near Ronan, it is a
chance for folks to find gifts, meet up with friends, listen to music
and enjoy an unforgettable setting while assisting SAFE Harbor.
Proceeds from the booth fees and meal go directly to SAFE Harbor
services. THANKS TO ALL WHO JOINED THIS SPECIAL TIME!
OUTREACH & EDUCATION is a very important part of SAFE
Harbor’s ongoing mission in the community. The staff can do a variety
of different presentations, tailored to the specific needs, experiences
and background of the target audience. One of the most popular
programs is called “In Her Shoes”. This interactive, informative and
thought provoking training raises community awareness while helping
those in attendance gain a better understanding of the world of
domestic violence. Along with the trainings, the staff also has display
materials available. To find out more or set a training call 676-9242.
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Coming Together For Change
Limited resources can bring stress. It can also
inspire innovation as those involved think of
new ways to use what is available. SAFE
Harbor, in partnership with the Salish
Kootenai College Center for Prevention and
Wellness and the SKC student club, the Spirit
of Many Colors is developing new outreach
activities, focused on connecting college
students with area services for sexual assault,
dating violence and partner family member
assault. Additionally, the group is involved
with a planning process centered around the
college‟s infrastructure related to this area and
will be delivering new prevention activities
that encourage student engagement while
helping to educate the entire community about
how to be more proactive. A special PRIDE
Day has been slated for May 12th on the SKC
campus including speakers and a parade open
to all. For information, call Dana, 676-9242.

Supreme Court Ruling Recognizes Risks to Victims
A big decision by the Supreme Court will help protect families and victims. The Supreme Court in later April issued a
broad interpretation of a federal law that makes it a crime for people convicted of domestic violence to possess guns. The
court refused to consider a challenge to the law based on the Second Amendment, saying that argument had received only a
“cursory nod” in the briefs. Instead, the court considered the meaning of the term domestic violence, with the majority
concluding that it encompassed acts “that one might not characterize as „violent‟ in a nondomestic context”.
The case concerned James A. Castleman, a Tennessee man who in 2001 was convicted of assault in state court for
causing bodily injury to the mother of his child. When Castleman was indicted under the Federal gun law, he argued that it
did not apply to him because his state conviction did not qualify as a crime of domestic violence. Though the Federal law
defines a “misdemeanor crime of domestic violence” as one involving the use of physical force, he argued that the state law
under which he was charged did not require proof of such force.
After that a Federal trial judge agreed, saying one could theoretically violate the state law by tricking a victim into
drinking a poisoned beverage. The United States Court of Appeal for the Sixth Circuit, in Cincinnati, affirmed the trial
court‟s decision. The Supreme Court unanimously reversed that decision, though the justices disagreed on the rationale.
Justice Sonia Sotomayor, writing for six justices, said that domestic violence must be understood broadly to include
“seemingly minor acts.” The word violence standing alone connotes substantial force, she said, but that is not true of
domestic violence. She gave examples of what might qualify as only domestic violence: pushing, grabbing, shoving, hair
pulling and a squeeze of the arm. Since Mr. Castleman had pleaded guilty to having “caused bodily injury,” Justice
Sotomayor wrote, the use of physical force serious enough to amount to domestic violence could be assumed in the case.
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VIP Supporters Honored At Majestic Mountain Hideaway

The Cheff family hosted the Annual SAFE Harbor VIP Dinner on April 24th
at their gorgeous guest ranch. It was a festive night honoring community
members who provide ongoing, generous assistance to SAFE Harbor no
matter what the season. These individuals help ensure that SAFE Harbor’s
team is able to do their work. Thanks to each and every one of them.

SAFE Harbor Provides Wide Range of Services
As new challenges emerge in the community, SAFE Harbor strives to be responsive and flexible in order to best serve
those in need. Current services include shelter, crisis intervention, counseling, personal advocacy, therapy, financial
assistance, transportation, transitional support, life planning and referrals. Through funding from two federal grants, it also
offers a range of legal assistance with a staff attorney and support groups led by experienced mental health professionals
for women and children. SAFE Harbor teams with many local and statewide providers to assure clients have access to
services that help them move forward in life and find some sort of permanent housing. To promote understanding,
cooperation, local engagement and intellectual discourse, SAFE Harbor sponsors a monthly Resource Roundtable where
issues pertinent to domestic violence, sexual assault and stalking are explored. The public is invited, in addition to
representatives from social service agencies, law enforcement, the criminal justice system and the faith community. Guest
speakers give new insights on relevant topics and a meal is provided.
Over the past year, SAFE Harbor served 430 primary victims and 200 secondary victims of domestic violence, sexual
assault or stalking; maintained a 24-hour a day hotline; provided hotel or shelter for 1100 nights; group therapy for 213
with 46 weekly sessions; 150 clients with legal services; transportation 352 times and other services including food,
clothing and household items to more than 100 clients. Counselors offered over 180 hours of individual therapy.
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NRA Takes A New Position on Critical Legislation
For nearly a decade, the National Rifle Association successfully blocked a bill in Washington State that would have
required alleged domestic abusers to surrender their firearms after being served with a protective order. Only those actually
convicted of felony domestic violence, the nation's largest gun lobby argued, should be made to forfeit their gun rights.
This past year, the NRA changed its tune. As the bill, HB 1840, once again moved through the state legislature, the gun
lobby made a backroom deal with lawmakers, agreeing to drop its public opposition to it in exchange for a few minor
changes. In February, with the NRA's tacit approval, the bill sailed through the state legislature in a rare unanimous vote.
Over the past year, the NRA has quietly scaled back its scorched-earth campaigns against stricter domestic violence laws.
The group has consulted with legislators in states across the country on bills similar to HB 1840. With the tacit approval of
the NRA, Louisiana, Wisconsin and Minnesota have all passed or advanced bills banning the possession of firearms by
those convicted of misdemeanor domestic abuse, those served protective orders, or those deemed by the court to pose a
physical threat to their families.
The NRA's shift on domestic violence bills is not a complete about-face. The group still opposes efforts to broaden
the definition of domestic violence to include related crimes, like stalking. It also opposes expanded background checks,
which could prevent many convicted domestic abusers from purchasing guns in the first place. Why did the NRA change
its stance on this issue? The gun lobby wouldn't say, but the timing suggests that politics, both internal and external, were at
play. Documents show that the NRA began to relax its position on gun restrictions for alleged domestic abusers the same
month a top NRA official, Richard D'Alauro, plead guilty to harassing his wife "by subjecting her to physical contact." A
judge served D'Alauro, the NRA's field representative for New York City, a protective order and requested police remove
all 39 guns from his home. Nationally, recent polls show more people now understand and support this type of legislation.
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